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An Extra-Ordinary Net Rope 


Columbian Tape-Marked Pure Manila Net Rope meets every demand the 
Fisherman requires of this kind of Rope. It has a perfect lay, which has been 
specially developed to meet the severe conditions under which this Rope is used. 


Its resistance to the effect of repeated wetting and drying makes this Rope 
stand out as far superior to ordinary Net Rope. Columbian, the Guaranteed Net 
Rope is furnished plain or tarred, and in 100 or 200 fathom coils. 


Any further information in regard to the Rope may be had by writing our 
Boston Office. 


Columbian Rope Company 


362-90 Genesee Street 
Auburn, ‘‘The Cordage City’? N. Y. 








Branches: 
New York Chicago Boston New Orleans 
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The cannery tender ‘Farwest,” 
owned by the Far West Fish 
eries, Seattle. Equipped with a 
100-hp. Fairbanks-Morse Type 4 
“C-O" Engine. Beam 17 feet. ‘ 

Draft 8 feet. Speed 9.7 knots 

per hour. ’ 








“C-O” powered 
means sure-powered 


If you want dependable, steady power for wear—less maintenance—less chance for 
your workboat you can be sure of getting it trouble. 
only when you put in a rugged, simple en- Ask the skipper of any one of the hun- 


gine. And no engine has a better right to 
that description than the Fairbanks-Morse 
Type ‘*C-O’’. 


Consider for a moment that the only mov- 


dreds of ‘*C-O’’ powered fishing boats ply- 
ing the banks of both East and West coasts. 
He will tell you that ‘‘C-O’’ power means 
sure power. 

ing parts in the ‘‘C-O’’ are the pistons, A Fairbanks-Morse 
connecting rods, crankshaft, 
oil pumps and governor— 


engineer will gladly 
give you full details about 
the ‘‘C-O’’ engine and the 
important savings it has 
brought to many workboat 
owners. Built in sizes from 





simplicity such as only the 
two-cycle airless injection 
oil engine can give you. 
Here you have an engine 
from which friction has 


heen driven to its final 


20 to 360 hp., conservative- 
ly rated to conform to the 
rules of the American Bu- 
+} reau of Shipping. 





stand. And this means less | 





FAIRBANKS, MORSE & CO., Chicago 


Manufacturers of Oil Engines, Pumps and Electrical Machinery 
28 branches throughout the United States, each with a service station 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


2-CYCLE “C-O” OIL ENGINES 


oe Se 
The Product _ ) of Experience 
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Stopping those bearing 
worries before they begin 


thus eliminating all lubrication worries 
at this point” reads “Motorship’s” descrip- 
tion referring to the “Cutless Bearing” 
equipment on the new twin-screw tunnel 
stern Diesel towboat, “The North Star”, 
built by the Nashville Bridge Company 
and designed by H. B. Dyer, Marine 
Engineer of that company. 


Years of severe service on every type of 
craft from motor-runabout to tanker have 


THE B. F. GOODRICH RUBBER COMPANY 


Established 1870 


CUTLESS BEARING 
DISTRIBUTORS : 

New York City - Topping Bros. 
Philadelphia, Pa. - Marine Equip- 

ment & Supply Co. 
Boston, Mass.- Walter H. Moreton 

Corp. and United Fisheries Co. 
Gloucester, Mass. 

United Fisheries Co. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Gibbs Gas Engine Co. of Florida 


—. N. Y.— B. F. Goodrich 
ubber Co., 197 Van Rensselaer St. 



























proved that “Cutless Bearings” consistently 
reduce bearing replacements and dry dock- 
ing expenses. 


They operate successfully in muddy, sandy 
water, impossible with other bearings. Shaft 
scoring is practically done away with and 
vibration materially cut down. 


These known advantages justify the in- 
creasing use of “Cutless Bearings” on up-to- 
date craft of every description. 


Akron, Ohio 


CUTLESS BEARING 
DISTRIBUTORS : 
San Francisco, Calif. - B. F. Good- 
rich Rubber Co., 650-2nd Street 


Los Angeles, Calif. -B. F. Goodrich 
Rubber Co., 1386 E. 7th Street 


Seattle, Washington - B. F. Good- 
rich Rubber Co., 115 King St. 


Chicago, Ill. - B. F. Goodrich Rub- 
ber Co., 1925 S. Michigan Ave. 


Detroit, Michigan - B. F. Goodrich 
Rubber Co., 4809 Woodward Ave. 


Cutles 
ch Bearings 
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Oil up 


with the 


FROST BRAND 


“SUPERIOR” 


Oiled Clothing 


and you are sure of having the best that money can buy. 
Finest materials, superior workmanship and years of ex- 
perience in making oil clothing especially for fishermen 
have made the Frost ‘‘SUPERIOR’’ Brand the standard 


by which others are judged. 


Wharf 8t. 


If your dealer hasn’t them, write us. We'll sec 


that you are supplied. 


DEALERS: The Frost ‘‘SUPERIOR’’ Brand is 
the most profitable line you can carry. Write for 
prices, discounts and circulars. 


Manufactured by 


D. O. FROST CORPORATION 
Gloucester, Mass. 












**Made in the city 
that fish and Frost 
made famous.’’ 





ALWAYS ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE 





Hill-Diesel Oil Engines in Canada 


Chas. Biard & Company, 
General Merchants 
Exporters of Fish 
Perce Gaspe Que. 

Nov. 9, 1925. 
Mr. A. M. Fleming, 
Dartmouth, N. S. 
Dear Sir:— 

We are pleased to say that the 30 
H.P. Hill-Diesel engine we purchased 
from you last August has given us good 
service, the fact that it can be started 
without using a torch or electric starter 
is a great advantage over any engine 
we have used or seen up to now. 

Our boat is 57 ft. overall, 31 tons 
gross and in the trip from Halifax we 
averaged 7 knots and while we have 
made better than eight knots, we con- 
sider this is very good for a boat 
built to carry and not for speed. 

You have certainly treated us right 
and we wish you all the success you 
deserve in selling the Hill Diesel. 

Yours very truly, 
CHAS. BIARD & COMPANY, 
per Chas. Biard. 





The ‘‘Perce Coaster’’ 


A heavy, full bodied boat used for freighting fish 
Powered with 30 H. P. Hill-Diesel 
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Distributed by 


& OLSEN, Inc. soc? ses:. 


























: 
F 
i 


— 


atu oeibiahy. 





i 


AprIL, 1926 


Battery ignition issafety-plus 





EVEREADY 


COLUMBIA 
Dry Batteries 


-they last longer 


















Eveready 

olumbia 
Hot Shot 
Batteries 
contain 4,5 
or6cellsina 
neat, water- 
proof steel 
case. It is 
not a “Hot 
Shot” un- 
less it is an 
Eveready 
Columbia. 











BATTERY ignition is the fisher- 
man’s ideal because it is so free 


1% volts. 


. e Fabnestock 
from trouble. For instant starting, ;pringelsp 
never-miss running and utmost {onthe 


Eveready 


reliability regardless of weather, fenitorano 
insist on dry battery ignition. Use “~~” 
Eveready Columbia Dry Batteries 
and enjoy battery ignition at its 
best—lowest in first cost, least re- 
pair expense. Skippers of open and 
semi-cabin craft prefer the Ever- 
eady Columbia Hot Shot for its 
water-proof steel.case, which defies 
rain and spray. There is an Ever- 
eady Columbia dealer in every port. 
Manufactured and guaranteed by 
NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, Inc. 


New York San Francisco 
Canadian National Carbon Co., Limited, Toronto, Ontario 





Popular uses include— 


motor boat ignition 
gas engine ignition 
doorbells 

buzzers 

heat regulators 


protecting bank vaults 
electric clocks 

telephone and telegraph 
calling Pullman porters 


gulatc firing blasts 
tractor ignition lighting tents and 
starting Fords outbuildings 


ringing burglar alarms running toys 
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Whitlock WATERFLEX 
Manila is water-resisting; 
the fibre remains perma- 
nently lubricated, 

WATERFLEX rope is 
practically unaffected — by 
dampness, rain or continued 
immersion in water. 
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Seether 


Annoyances caused — by 
swelling, hardening and 
kinking are eliminated. 

WATERFLEX rope, 
when wet, remains flexible 
and continues to handle eas- 
ily and to run smoothly 
through ~ bloeks and over 
sheaves, 
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BAYES 


WATERFLEX ean _ be 
spliced readily, wet or dry, 
and is recommended for ev- 
ery purpose, inland as well 
as on the water, where rope 
is subject to the damaging 
effects of the elements. 


WATERFLEX may be 
ieft outdoors in all kinds of 
weather with the assurance 
of protection against deteri- 
oration or wet rot, which 
shortens the serviceable life 
of ordinary rope. 
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WATERFLEX (lasis 
longer, as the rotting fibre 
is eliminated. 








Ordinary Rope Our claims of absolute su- Waterflex 


Wet periority for WATER.- “Wer” 
FLEX cordage have been 
thoroughly proven in the 
most severe kinds of service. 











Write for descriptive folder 


| Warr LOCK CORDAGE (0. 


46 SOUTH STREET, NEW YORK 
226 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
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LANE 
CANVAS 
Fish and Bait 


BASKET 








Lane Fish and Bait Basket. 


Order sample today direct or of your dealer. Extra heavy canvas. Spring 


steel galvanized frame. 


Tough leather binding. 














W. T. LANE & BROS. Mfrs. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 











\, for to stand against the brine. 
Rudyard Kipling. 










Sys t r Oh, ’iis hemp and singing pine 
YE. A 


HEN her 

gear creaks 

and timbers 
strain she needs to 
be ‘‘tight.’’ Real i 
sailormen, those a 
who love their ships, know that 
the only oakum to use to keep 
seams tight is the best. 
That’s why most of them 4 
insist on Fs 


STRATFORD OAKUM | 


For nearly a century the seams of ves- ’ 
sels staunch and true have been caulked 
with Stratford Oakum. Heavy weather 
then means little more than rolling and 
pitching, for Stratford Oakum keeps the hh 
seams tight. : a i 

Caulk right and she’ll stay tight—that’s the story when you 
use Stratford Oakum. Don’t accept a substitute there is 
none ‘‘just as good.’’ 


GEORGE STRATFORD OAKUM CO. 


Jersey City, New Jersey 
Also Manufacturers of Cotton Wiping Waste 














SHIPMATE RANGES 





Smallest Size Largest Size 
Body 18%; inches long No limit to length 


For cooking facilities in your galley you 
require something reliable, safe and conven- 
lent. 

SHI PMATE Ranges’ supply all these 
necessities, as well as comfortable heat in 
cold and damp weather. 


Made by 


THE STAMFORD FOUNDRY CO. 
Established 1830 STAMFORD, CONN. 
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The ATLANTIC FISHERMAN is a 
paper for fishermen—producers—the men 
who actually fish for a living. It does 
not purpose to cover the fish trades; nor {| 
does it wish to be looked upon as a “trade 


Not A ‘‘Trade Paper’’ | 
} 


Atlantic Fisherman 


A “FARM” JOURNAL FOR THE 
HARVESTERS OF THE SEA 


Fair Play 


We believe that all the advertisements 
in this paper are trustworthy. As proof 
of our faith, we offer to make good to 
actual subscribers any loss sustained by 
trusting advertisers who prove to be delib- 
erate swindlers. 





Rather do we like to think of itas | Vol. VII. 





Our first care is that its pages be read- | 
able, for we believe that matters of human _ | 
interest and practical vocational help are 
more to be desired by our readers than 
stereotyped “‘trade notes’ and dry-as-dust 


FRANK H. WOoD.. ...... 


We want it to be regarded as a steady 


and reliable source of information, profit $1.00 A Year 


” 23 . 

paper. ‘ APRIL, 1926 No However, we are not responsible for 

a home paper for fishermen. a ° ° claims against individuals or firms ad- 
PE Ta CIES, oo sccecevescsvcsence President judicated bankrupt, or where estates are in 


Published Monthly at 
92 West Central Street, Manchester, N. H. 


GENERAL AND EDITORIAL OFFICES: 
100 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


receivers hands, or against whom bank- 
ruptcy or receivership proceedings are 
pending. 


Nor shall we attempt to adjust trifling 
disputes between subscribers and honorable 
business men. This offer holds good for 
one month after the transaction causing 
the complaint. 


10 Cents A Copy To take advantage of this guarantee 





and entertainment by that vast army of 
150,000 workfolk which constitutes our 





| 
| 
| 
statistical matter. | 
} 
| 
| 





Entered as Second Class Matter Februa 
1925, at the Post Office at Manchester, N 


subscribers must always state in writing to 
or talking with any of our advertisers: “‘I 























saw your advertisement in ATLANTIC 
field. Under the act of March 3, 1879. FISHERMAN.” 
Fishing Benefits E 
HIS is a good time of the year to give a little She spends in all kinds of stores, and every mer- 
thought to what this fishing industry really chant and store keeper in town, regardless of how 
means to the cities and towns where it is car- remote from fishing his business may be, receives 
ried on. Very few people in these towns, except some of the money which the boats and vessels left. 


those that are directly concerned, realize that the 
fisheries have any bearing on their prosperity. When 
the general public thinks of the industry at all its line 
of thought immediately jumps to the foodstuff pro- 
duced, and goes no further. The fact of the mat- 
ter is there is hardly a man, woman or youngster in 
a fishing town, no matter 


Very few of the general run of uptown business 
men appreciate the fact that they are doing business 
on money that was earned at sea. They don’t have 
fishermen customers, so they don’t feel the fisher- 
man’s money. ‘That’s the way they reason it. One 
storekeeper in a large fishing port was heard to say 
that prohibition ruined his 








what business the wage-earn- 


er of the family is in, but TABLE OF 
that profits by every boat and Publishers’ Page ... 
vessel that is owned there. Fronticepiece ...... 


Each craft that started 
this spring left hundreds of 
dollars behind it, ashore, in 
payment for its gear. This 
money has been scattered to 
all corners of the port and 
into the pockets of almost 
everyone there. When a ves- 
sel fits, a vast array of mer- 
chandise and _ stores goes 
aboard. Although the skip- 
per in many cases pays the 
one firm from whose wharf 


Mug Up Yarns 


Lobster Notes ..... 
To the South’ard .. 
Fishing Ship News . 








Maine’s Duty to Her Fishermen .... 
With the Ice Hunters 


A Newfoundland Cup Challenger ... 14 
Cap’n Bruce and the Last Wherry 
With the Vineyard Fishermen 
Captain Alden Geele 
Fishing Notes from Maine ...... . 18 
Who’s Who Among the Skippers ... 19 


business. He ran a jewelry 


CONTENTS and souvenir shop, and when 
RT REM 7 || the boys stayed sober enough 
LE g || to see the difference between 

g || brass and gold, and conse- 
Lipo Sane 10 || quently to take more money 
aie ee a7 14 home, he was done. He ney- 


er thought of putting in a 
15 line of real values, thus at- 
17 tracting the womenfolks and 
18 getting the same money. 

Of course other industries 
besides fishing create good 
business in a town, but there 
are few that bring so much 
93 || money in and take so little 
out. No matter where a ves- 














he goes for all this stuff, the 
fitter or supply dealer has to pay so many others who 
have done work or furnished something that before 
he gets through he has only a small part of the whole 
bill for himself. The sailmaker, rigger, carpenter, 
painter, blacksmith and whatnot all get a share, and 
by the time they pay off their workmen the money 
is pretty well: circulated. 

But that isn’t the end. Each mechanic goes home 
and hands over part of his wages to the ‘‘madam.’’ 





sel may land or sell its trips 
the money comes back to the port where the vessel is 
owned. And another thing, there are few indus- 
tries the size of this one, if judged by the original 
investment which spend as much every year for 
new equipment and supplies. A fishing boat costs 
anywhere from a few hundred dollars to forty or fifty 
thousand. In many businesses that would repre- 
sent all the money that would ever be spent in town 
(Continued on page 25) 
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Fishing Interests of the Atlantic Seaboard 

















Vol. Vil. 


APRIL, 1926 No. 3 








Maine’s Duty to Her Fishermen 


By H. D. Crit. 
Director Sea and Shore Fisheries Commission. 


E who have lived on the coast of Maine 
have watched from childhood the waves of 
the Atlantic dash against the rugged 

shores and break into spray as they met the rocks and 
cliffs which have bid defiance to mother ocean. For 
centuries the sea has met that challege with fury and 
untiring force and for ages the great bluffs have come 


help build and repair the roads of which they seldom 
have any use. Is it fair to make these men con- 
tribute to such an enterprise, and should we take 
from them, that surplus which they are trying to 
get together for time of need? 

A fisherman’s life is filled with disappointments, 
with hazards and with destruction, but never was 





forth with crowns of victory, only 





to enter another challenge when a 


disappointment more keenly felt 


southeast gale sweeps the coast. As 
fall approaches and winter swings 
into line those challenges are re- 
peated and although the shores 
withstand the battling fury of the 
monsters, property suffers a_ tre- 
mendous loss and the fishermen al- 
ways pay the giant shares of such 
destruction. Many are the fish- 
ermen who go to bed at night, only 
to be awakened by a howling gale, 
and realize that the fishing gear 
that they have entrusted to mother 
ocean is being swallowed up be- 
cause the high winds have angered 
her to such an extent that she now 
rolls and tosses and runs before 
the dreaded foe, the wind increas- 
ing in velocity until the ocean is 








When no less a personage than Di- 
rector Crie, of the Sea and Shore 
Fisheries Commission of Maine, 
comes forward with his endorsement 
of the efforts of Atlantic Fisherman 
to rescind the gasoline tax on Maine 
fishermen, we cannot but feel that 
we have started a very worthy and 
important movement. On the other 
hand, we would be failing of our 
duty did we not oppose all legisla- 
tion unjust to fishermen. 

The present gas tax is so obviously 
unjust as to preclude all honest op- 
position to its abrogation. Those 
who know fishermen realize that they 
are not of a breed to protest any- 
thing without reason. They are too 
familiar with rebuffs to make a hulla- 
baloo about nothing. For this rea- 
son, action against such impositions 
as this gas tax are too often left 
to those of us who are ashore. 

But remember, you fishermen of 
Maine, that the Lord helps those who 
help themselves. Help yourselves 
this time by signing the petitions. 














than when he was confronted by a 
gasoline tax. Nothing could be 
more unjust, nothing could be 
more discouraging to a person who 
braves the sea to furnish food. 

Let us all work together with 
one thought always in mind, and 
that to relieve the fishermen of the 
tax on gasoline and in so doing 
lighten their burdens and give 
them courage and a feeling that we 
appreciate the good work they are 
engaged in. 

I am afraid that a majority of 
the people of Maine do not half ap- 
preciate the part the fishermen are 
playing in the food supply. We 
go to the markets and purchase 
vegetables for the table and we all 
know where and how they are pro- 


rolling and tossing into a boiling mass of waves, 
mountain high. 

For weeks at a time fishermen wait for a chance 
to go to their property or to the place where they 
last placed it, only to find that the ocean has swal- 
lowed up fifty per cent of it and at times, prac- 
tically all of it. Occasionally after a storm a fish- 
erman finds himself entirely out of business. Such 
is the life of the *men who furnish the most whole- 
some food on which we live. 

These worthy, weather beaten, citizens should be 
encouraged in every possible way instead of being 
discouraged by imposing a gasoline tax on them, to 


duced because we often see a nice garden or an acre 
of potatoes or a half acre of cabbages, from our au- 
tomobiles as we travel the country highway, but it 
is different with the fishermen because they leave 
their homes and go out on the ocean far beyond our 
vision to catch the food that they furnish. If the 
tax that they pay made the roads they travel any 
smoother, the tax would be justified but it does not 
and when a tax is levied on them it makes their 
roads just that much rougher. 

A fisherman’s life is not as pleasant as is some- 
times pictured. They generally leave home at the 
dawn of day with the fog often so thick that it is 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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With the Ice Hunters 


By Hon. John Harvey* 


Although the Newfoundland sealing fleet this year is smaller 
than in the past, the catch so far has been unusually good, 
due in part at least to the use of an airplane for locating 
the fields. 

There has been one serious disaster this year. While about 
to fill a lamp in the engine room of the Seal, James Brewin, 
a stoker, picked the wrong can and poured out gasoline in- 
stead of kerosene. There was an explosion and fire spread 
rapidly to the rest of the ship. When it reached the maga- 
zine where rifles and ammunition were stored, a second and 
greater explosion occurred. A great hole was blown in the 
steamer’s side and the crew were forced to take to the ice. 
Shelters were improvised on the ice and the injured men were 
given the best treatment available. The worst fear was 
that help might 
seatter the ice blocks. They knew that the explosion had 
ruined the Seal’s wireless equipment and that no eall for help 
had gone out. 


O write of the seal fishery for Newfoundland 


readers seems rather like emulating that 


time-honored work of supererogation—the 


earrying of coals to Neweastle. One approaches the 
subject with a certain amount of diffidence; yet it 
is remarkable how few have personal acquaintance 
with the tragedy which annually dyes in erimson 
the virgin tracts of ice a few miles from our shores; 
a voyage vielding experiences unique and interest- 
ing, and surrounded with a certain element of 
vlamour and excitement. 

Some of the glamour, alas! has gone with the 
days of the old sailing fleet, when the prizes were 
for any man and not alone for the capitalist, and 
when every cottage had its stake in the great hunt; 
in those days did the shipwrights and the sailmakers 
flourish, and the famous toast, ‘‘ Bloody decks and 
many of them,’’ stirred the imagination and chival- 


ry of the land. 





Steam came—and in the sordid smoke, the tall 
masts and swelling canvas of our old vikings of 
the west slowly vanished; bui while much of the 
picturesqueness of those days has gone some of it 
still 


less, 


remains, and though the number of men is 
their hardihood, pluck, and skill have in no 
way abated. 

There is perhaps little need to premise here that 
our seals are hair seals and quite distinct from the 
fur seals of Alaska and the South; that in the main 
they may be regarded as of two principal species, 
the Harp (phoeca Greenlandica) and the Hood (eys- 
tophora erystata). Not much is known of the life 
Both, 
however, migrate, with the coming of winter, south- 
ward like the birds. 
and gregarious. 


and habits of either in their Arectie home. 


The Harps are mild, civilized, 
The Hoods are like a mountain 


tribe, fierce, independent, solitary, yet to some ex- 


tent the latter seem to exercise a protective care 
over their more peaceful neighborhood. 


be long in coming and that a gale might’ 


But the news was spread in another way. On shore in the 
little fishing village of Grates Cove, men saw the steamer 
burning fiercely as the fog occasionally lifted. The word 
was carried by dog team to the railroad at Grates and for- 
warded by telegraph to St. John’s. From this place wire- 
less instructions were sent to the Eagle which raced through 
the night to the aid of her sister vessel, arriving in the 
early morning. In the meantime watchers on the shore 
had seen the Seal burn to the water’s edge, heel over and sink. 

At St. John’s the Hagle landed the seventy-nine survivors, 
including Edward Perez, chief engineer of the lost vessel, who 
had heroically dragged the unconscious Brewin from the fire 
room. 

Perez was burned when he seized Brewin after the first 
explosion and dragged the unconscious man to deck. Three 
other men suffered as they struggled vainly to combat the 
flames. The stoker was carried off the vessel by the crew, 
but died four hours later of burns and shock.—Ed, 


The Hoods come from the shores of Greenland, 
the Harps probably from the quieter shelter of Hud- 
son’s Bay. Late in October they both start south, 
the Hoods erossing from Greenland to the Labra- 
dor and joining the Harps. 

They appear to travel in two long parallel col- 
umns, the Hoods always holding the eastern or sea- 
ward position. Thus they move slowly south, until 
they reach the great Ocean Banks off Cape Race 
Returning, they mount the ice about the end of 
February, in the neighborhood of the Straits of 
Belle Isle. The Harps select young and freshly 
frozen ice and large, flat pans. Through these they 
bore themselves holes which they keep constantly 
open and by them enter and leave the water at will. 
They congregate in enormous numbers on what was 
originally in all probability one large pan, with an 
area of some miles, maybe with as many as 300,000, 
old and young. 

To the eastward is the heavier and more rugged 
ice, consisting of broken bergs and chips of glaciers 
ground up in the far away northern latitudes, and 
borne south on the bosom of the Arctic current ; 
here, true to their principles, the Hoods ride the 
floe in seattered families. The young Harps or 
‘*Whitecoats’’ are covered with an unspotted soft 
fur, only less white than the snow on which they 
They are pretty as anything can be, the per- 
sonification of happiness and content as they lie 


lie. 


lazily on their backs, basking in the sunshine and 
fanning themselves gently with their flippers. Close 
by is the family blow-hole, through which the old 
seals go off daily to fish. They often have to swim 
long distances in search of food, and while they 
are away the great body of ice is moving at the rate 
of several miles an hour, while at the same time 
the pans will perhaps wheel round one another and 


*Reprinted from ‘‘The Fisheries and Resources of New- 
foundland,’’ by Michael E. Condon, 
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change their relative positions; but each old seal, 
swimming for miles and miles under these vast 
tracts of ice, unerringly returns to its own blow- 
hole and to its own pup, and where there may be 
several hundred thousand of these all identically 
alike, it would not seem a difficult matter to make 
a mistake sometimes; the old Harps never do. The 
young and the mothers are killed by a blow or two 
from a heavy ‘‘gaff’’ or ‘‘bat,’’ and are then cut 
open and divested of their great coat of fat, which 
is the only valuable part of them; this is then 
dragged direct to the ship or is piled with others 
on a large pan which has a flag hoisted on it and is 
often lighted up with a torch at night, until the 
ship can come and pick it up. 
have to be shot. 


The dogs, as a rule, 
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sion is, ‘‘On de one word.’’ After the trial had 
spun itself into many days a verdict was at last 
rendered in favor of the defendants; outraged in- 
nocence was vindicated, and as our gallant crew 
left the Courthouse their faces betrayed the stress 
of excitement and anxiety past. It 
for much speaking, 


time 
and the skipper’s voice was 
husky and his words were few as he grasped the 
toil-hardened hands stretched out to reach his own. 
‘*Men! ye swore noble!”’ 


was no 


Writers who have personally seen nothing of the 
seal fishery, and who ought to know better, have 
imagined all sorts of cruelties practised on the seals. 
This is a great libel. As a fact, there is very little 
inflicted considering the immense num- 
ber of seals annually slaughtered, and none wanton- 


suffering 











Boston 


Photo by Herald-Traveler 

The stealing of panned seals has been a fruitful 
source of litigation, and of a good deal of hard 
swearing. 

That pathetic incident when the old captain and 
his men met outside the Harbour Grace Courthouse 
at the termination of one of these lengthy trials, 
during which they had successfully sustained the 
charge of taking the pans of another ship, will live 
long in sealing annals. It was a famous lawsuit, 
with a large amount at stake. There was no deny- 
ing that the prosecution had made out a strong 
prima face case; but thereafter for the defence 
arose many witnesses, with unwavering and indig- 
nant repudiation of the prosecution’s soft impeach- 
ment, and no amount of legal artifice could avail 
to shape their tale. They were all, as the expres- 








DRIVING SEALS 


ly. The animal is completely stunned by the first 
blow, and the seeond kills it. 

When the Harps are approached by the man the 
dog is the first to lose his nerve. 
first down his blow-hole. 


Off he goes head- 
The mother remains by 
her pup a little longer, but pretty soon she too comes 
to the conclusion that ‘‘it is the time for disappear- 
ing,’’ and she takes her header. There begins a 
stampede, and it is very funny when two or three 
of these fat animals meet at a blow-hole, where 
there is only room for one, and try to get down 
all at once. 

The little Harps are thus left alone to their fate. 
The rugged ‘‘Hood ice’’ is in comparatively small 
pans, so that the Hoods do not require blow-holes, 
but seramble over the edge when they want to get 
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into the water, and it is much harder for men to 
work upon it. 

Oceasionally the dog Hood, which is both plucky 
and strong and almost as large as an ox, will wait 
and face his attackers; but the mother, in strong 
contrast to the Harp, which always runs away, will 
never desert her pup while it is too young and help- 
less to eseape, but will invariably stay and die in its 
defence. 

She too is a large animal, though as the pup 
grows fatter she grows steadily thinner; she will 
turn on her adversary and growl and bite fiercely, 
and it is necessary to be decidedly wary in getting 
but a the 
quickly kill her. 


close to her; few blows on head will 

I have seen men bitten badly and once or twice 
divested of important portions of their nether gar- 
ments as the result of an encounter with a mother 
Hood. As soon as the pup ean get into the water 
the mother loses her affection for him, and quickly 
leaves him to shift for himself. 

Although the dog Hood, when danger approaches, 
will generally leave his wife and child on the ice, 
he does not desert them but keeps bobbing up in 
the water stretching his neck and gazing anxiously 
at the spot he has left; and sometimes returning 
on the ice when he finds the business that is toward, 
he will fight for his family until he too lies beside 
them; nor is he any mean antagonist, for he weighs 
four hundred to five hundred pounds and is a good 
mateh for three armed with rifles; 


neither is it an unusual thing for him to drive his 


men unless 
antagonist temporarily right off his private pan. 

I must say the men have a wholesome respect for 
him. These dog Hoods have a large and very tough 
bladder extending from the nose to the back of 
the neek, which they can inflate at will, and which 
renders their heads absolutely impervious to blows, 
while it gives them when at rest rather a comical 
appearance. When fighting on the ice they rear 
themselves up to a considerable height and as they 
turn quickly and bite very savagely the assailant 
has to look alive. The only way to ‘‘bat’’ them 
is for one man to hit the seal hard on the tail, and 
as the animal rears and turns to go for him, an- 
other gets a blow in on the throat. It is, however, 
very seldom that they are successfully ‘‘batted.’’ 
Stalking them is as fine a sport as any one need 
want. To approach near enough to get accurate 
aim without alarming them requires the greatest 
‘are. It is necessary to keep out of sight and this 
is by no means an easy matter on a background 
that betrays at once every dark speck and every 
movement. In order to skirt the lakes of open 
water that probably lie between, or to avoid such 
ice as it is unsafe to walk on, detours and 
roundabout routes have to be taken and every pin- 


nacle and hummock utilized, and there is a greatly 


long 


ATLANTIC FISHERMAN 





AprIL, 1926 


added zest in the imminent risk one is all the time 
running of. getting a wet jacket; for travelling over 
this ice is, quite by itself, rather exciting work, re- 
quiring both activity and judgment. After the dog 
takes to the water you can generally get a chance 
at him if you are patient, but quick and accurate 
shooting is necessary to get him as he bobs up in 
an unexpected direction; it is necessary also to have 
a man ready to run and gaff him as soon as hit or 
you will certainly lose him. The dog will earry 
away an immense quantity of lead if not lodged 
in the right place. Russian seal-hunters array them- 
selves in white, which no doubt greatly facilitates 
With the seals whelping about March 
first off the Straits of Belle Isle, and the steamers 
sailing from Newfoundland about ten days later, 


stalking. 
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Photo by Boston Herald-Traveler 


ONE OF THE SEALING STEAMERS. 


each sealing master has before him the nice prob- 
lem of determining where the patch has moved to 
in the meantime, and how best to navigate his ship 
through the waste of 
advance of his neighbors. 
elements in the be carefully 
studied, and a conclusion is drawn by comparing 
the direction and force of the prevailing winds, the 
formation of the coast line, and the trend of the 
ocean current, together with such information as 
may be obtainable in any year as to the nature of 
the ice. Afterwards many indications are seized 
upon and utilized by the astute and successful seal- 
killer. 

Notwithstanding 


ice to reach them in 
Prior to sailing the main 


problem have to 


the enormous strength of the 
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sealing steamers great care has to be exercised in 
navigating them. The crews number up to about 
two hundred men. After seeing a really good crew 
of Newfoundlanders at work one can hardly fail 
to be enthusiastic about them. 
the past generations ,a 
thorough enjoyment of the sport, anxious to beat 
their competitors, and withal to make a good ‘‘bill,”’ 
they are as keen as mustard, and will go through 
a prodigious amount of hardship and hard work 
without a No other men can do what 
they do. The equipment consists of a gaff or heavy 
boat hook, stout rope, ‘‘sculping”’ knife, skin boots, 


Born and bred to 


ice, and inheriting from 


murmur. 


‘ 
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pick up her pans of yesterday, and they may not 
see her again until long after sundown. They may 
then have to walk half the night picking up pans, 
stowing seals below, or throwing coal and _ ballast 
overboard to make room for more seals; but they 
will always be off again at daylight, ready to go 
through the same thing day after day. Ocecasion- 
ally the weather gets bad, a fog or snowstorm will 
come down, and some will be left out all night; and 
that means pretty cold work, with no great coat 
and no shelter. 

The men commonly drag about three hundred 
pounds to a ‘‘tow,’’ and, except for those who have 
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warm cuffs, close-fitting working suit, and colored 
voggles to prevent ice-blindness. 

They often have to walk many miles to reach the 
seals, and at times have to drag them long distances. 
The risks run seem very great, and yet the losses 
from the large number of men who annually go to 
the fishery are very few, notwithstanding that ice 
and weather are both liable to prove very treach- 
erous. Occasionally, of course, a terrible disaster 
will occur, as in the recent case of the S. S. Green- 
land. The men are sent out at daylight and take as 
a rule nothing with them but some hard biscuit; 
they scatter in small groups and singly for miles, 
while the ship may go completely out of sight to 








Photos by Keystone 


tried it, it is not easy to realize what this means, 
especially over Hood ice. It entails the surmount- 
ing of obstacles with every step, crawling over pin- 
nacles, leaping over chasms, getting across soft and 
treacherous ice, occasionally falling in. 
sealer’s full ‘‘tow”’ 


I tried a 
once or twice myself and feel 
tired now when I think of it. The crew are part- 
ners in the venture, receiving one-third of the catch 
as their share. They are divided into three watches, 
each of which is in charge of a master watch and 
one assistant, termed a ‘‘scunner,’’ evidently a cor- 
ruption of the old English word ‘‘conner.’’ 
of the ‘‘seunners’’ 


One 
is always kept in the foretop, 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Send in poems, jokes and 
stories for this column. $1 
for every joke published 
and $2 for stories and 
poems. 

















Derelict 


(A Reminiscence of ‘‘ Treasure Island’’) 

‘The Dead Man’s Chest,’’ as is known to exceeding few, is 
the name of a treacherous sunken reef in the Carribbean Sea. 
The legend upon which Mr. Allison has based his remarkable 
poem is to the effect that during that flourishing period 
of piracy on the ‘‘Spanish Main’’ in the seventeenth century 
a Spanish galleon, returning home heavily laden with treas- 
ure, was raided by a piratical crew who made every man- 
jack aboard her walk the plank and then fell to fighting 
among themselves over the division of the loot. The result 
of this ‘‘free for all’’ was that fifteen husky cutthroats set 
their less powerful companions adrift in the long-boat with 
just enough fresh water and sea-biscuit to last them until 
they reached the main land. The fifteen worthies left in 
possession of the galleon and its treasure, being no better 
able to agree among themselves as to its division than their 
lueckless companions whom they had abandoned, started a 
fight among themselves which resulted in the death of all. 
The galleon drifted derelict on the Dead Man’s Chest, where 
she was subsequently discovered by those members of the 
crew who had been set adrift. And—it is the bo’s’n’s mate 
who tells the story of the sight which met their eyes as 
they clamored up the side.—R. F. 





Fifteen men on the Dead Man’s Chest— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Drink and the Devil has done for the rest— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
The mate was fixed by the bos’n’s pike, 
The bos’n brained with a marlin spike, 
The cookey’s throat was marked belike 
It had been gripped 
by fingers ten; 
And there they lay, 
All good dead men, 
Like break-o’-day in a boozing-ken 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 


Fifteen men of a whole ship’s list 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Dead and be-damned and the rest gone whist! 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
The skipper lay with his nob in gore 
Where the scullion’s axe his cheek and shore— 
And the seullion he was stabbed times four: 
And there they lay, 
And the soggy skies 
Dripped all day long 
In up-staring eyes— 
At murk sunset and at foul sunrise— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle of rum! 


Fifteen men of ’em stiff and stark— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Ten of the crew had the murder mark 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
’Twas a cutlass swipe, or an ounce of lead, 
Or a yawing hole in a battered head, 
And the scuppers glut with a rotting red: 
And there they lay— 
Aye, damn my eyes! 
All lookouts clapped 
On paradise— 
All souls bound just contrawise— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 


Fifteen men of ’em good and true— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Every man-jack could ha’ sailed with Old Pew— 
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Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
There was chest on chest full of Spanish gold, 
With a ton of plate in the middle hold, 
And the cabins riot of loot untold: 
And they lay there 
That had took the plum, 
With sightless glare 
And their lips struck dumb, 
While we shared all by the rule of thumb— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 


More was seen through the sternlight screen— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Chartings on doubt where a woman had been— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
A flimsy shift on a bunker-cot, 
With a thin dirk-slot through the bosom spot 
And the lace stiff-dry in a purplish blot: 
Or was she wench... 
Or some shuddering maid 
That dared the knife 
And that took the blade? 
By God! She was stuff for a plucky jade— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 


Fifteen men on the Dead Man’s Chest— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Drink and the Devil have done for the rest— 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
We wrapped ’em all in a mains’! tight, 
With twice-ten turns of a hawser’s bight, 
And we heaved ’em over and out of sight— 
With a Yo-heave-ho! 
And a fare-you-well! 
And a sullen plunge 
In the sullen swell— 
Ten fathoms deep on the road to Hell 
Yo-ho-ho and a bottle or rum! 
Young Ewing Allison. 


A Newfoundland Cup Challenger 


HE possibility of building a schooner that will 
have a chance of winning in the Interna- 
tional Race between American and Canadian 

fishermen is a thought that predominates in the 
minds of many seafaring and professional men in 
Newfoundland. Rev. Father O’Brien of Bay Bulls 
is an ardent advocate of such a proposition. He is 
an enthusiast on boat building, and some years ago 
designed a model from which hundreds of fast sail- 
ing ships have been built. 

He believes that the ‘‘Bluenose’’ cup could be 
captured if the merchants would combine and build 
a racing schooner, and in a letter to The 
Trade Review on the subject this month Father 
O’Brien says: ‘‘How I would like to model a craft 
that would capture the Bluenose trophy. I have 
no doubt that I could do it, not for vanity sake 
or any personal consideration, but to give prom- 
inence to Newfoundland. In 1901 a boat built 
and designed by me held the cup at Digby against 
the best Canadian and U. S. clippers of her class. 
This was a big victory for Newfoundland, but it 
was passed over with a few trifling compliments.”’ 

Now that the bank fishery is reviving the time 
seems to be opportune to build by a combined ef- 
fort in St. John’s a good banker that may have 
a chance to carry off the cup next year. 
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Cap'n Bruce and the Last Wherry 


By CHARLES F. MARDEN. 


EARS ago I attended a reading given by W. 
H. H. (Andirondack) Murray. What a fine 
giant of a man he was. He read from one of 

own John Norton Kept His 
It was a beautiful story. Later in the 
evening I was introduced to Mr. Muray and I asked 
him if he took the character of John Norton from 
real life. He replied that John Norton was a crea- 


his stories, ‘‘How 


Christmas.’’ 
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Bruce went fishing as soon as he was old enough. 
His schooling was very limited. When the Civil 
War broke 6ut, he and a younger brother were 
among the first to volunteer. 
many battles. 
and 


Cap’n Bruce was in 
He was at Cold Harbor, Antietam 
He and brother served 
throughout the war and both came home without a 
scratch. The younger brother attended the district 


Gettysburg. his 
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Drawing of an old-time wherry, popular in the shore fisheries during the early and middle parts of the 19th. century. 


These boats were about 23 or 25 feet long. Drawing by Wm. H. Foster. 


tion of his own and that he had never known so 
good a man. 

Looking back on that long ago evening, it some- 
how reminds me of Cap’n Bruce and the passing of 
the last sailing wherry on our coast. I have never 
known a better man in any walk of life than Cap’n 
Bruce. He came of a numerous family; there were 
four boys and I don’t know how many girls. It was 
a fisherman’s family and raised in poverty. Cap’n 


school after he came home. Cap’n Bruce returned 
to his fishing. Sometimes he would make a trip on 
a vessel, but mostly he fished from the harbor in 
his wherry. In the summer time he took out fishing 
parties. He was very popular with the summer 
visitors. In the early 70’s he was appointed keeper 
of a local life-saving station. In a storm at a wreck 
he was supreme. No better boatman ever lived. 
But in calm weather that crew he had under him 
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needed a bucko to handle them. Cap’n Bruce was 
He was a member of the 


Congregationalist Church and was a regular attend- 


no bueko, so he resigned. 


ant. I ean see him now coming up the beach road 
on a Sunday morning, always neat and carefully 
groomed. 

Now there were occasions when the good Cap’n 
One was the night before the Fourth. 
That night he broke loose and burnt much powder. 


celebrated. 


He also got patriotically fired up with New England 


rum. He would bring out that musket he brought 
home from the war and fire many salutes. He 


would ram the wadding down on a big load of 
powder with that iron ramrod, step out to the mid- 
dle of the road, point her toward the ground and 
How the old gun stood it I do not know, 
but she did. The next day he would wash her out 
carefully, oil her up and put her away until next 


let go. 


Fourth. He never took a drink at any other time 
except during a presidential campaign. Cap’n 


His definition 
of a Democrat was a darned old copperhead. He 
was always a welcome visitor at our house. My 


Bruce took his polities seriously. 


mother was a unreconstructed rebel and never did 
There was always an argument started, 
but it calmed down in the face of hot sour-milk bis- 


surrender. 


cuit, cold sparerib, cider apple sauce and mince pie. 
He carried a torch in every procession and always 
wore his old uniform and that ridiculous cap the 
When the Republican can- 
didate won, and he always did in those days, there 
was a big celebration after election. A torchlight 
procession, free supper in the town hall and speech 
making by some of the professional spellbinders. 
On that night: Cap’n Bruce let go all holds. He 
fired up on rum and hollered and yelled to his 
heart’s content, but always smiling and courteous. 
innocent celebrations the recording angel 
never set down against the name of Cap’n Bruce. 
Let my prohibition friends differ if they must. I 
never heard him use an oath or a vulgar word. 
There was a time before my recollection that he 
and Cap’n Lear were out in the bay one bitter win- 
It came on to blow hard 
What ballast she car- 
ried was loose in her bottom and fell out when she 


Civil War soldiers wore. 


Those 


ter day hauling trawls. 
and their wherry capsized. 


Cap’n Bruce was a wonderful swim- 
Cap’n Lear was an old man and almost help- 
less in his red navy boots and heavy clothing. But 
Cap’n Bruce got him up on the wherry’s bottom 
and held him there till help came. When they got 
them ashore, Cap’n Lear was dead. Cap’n Bruce 
I have heard men say that were 
there, that they pounded the ice off Cap’n Bruce’s 
face with a block of wood. 


rolled over. 


mer. 


was senseless. 


Late in life he married an Irish woman, an ardent 
Catholic. She was a lovely character and they lived 
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happily together. One Sunday Cap’n Bruce would 
attend the Congregational Chureh alone, the next 
Sunday he would hitch up his little sorrel mare and 
drive Mary to the Catholie Church. When Mary 
passed away it was a terrible blow. He lived on 
alone in his little cottage and with his pension got 
along comfortably. 

In the summer and fall he occasionally went fish- 
ing in his old wherry. She was getting old and 
her timbers were rotting in spite of the paint and 
eare she had always had. Clarence Matthews built 
We warned Cap’n Bruce 
time and again that she was not safe to go out in. 
H{e always replied she would last as long as he did. 

For the benefit of the folk back inland, I will give 
a short description of a wherry. The model came 
from England with our first ancestors that settled 
on our part of the New England Coast. As near as 
I can remember, they were about twenty-two feet 
long, broad of beam, timbered, clinker-built, and 
sharp at both ends. There was a small euddy built 
in both ends big enough hold buckets, lines, spare 
oil clothes, and other odds and ends of krom. She 
earried two masts which could be taken down and 
stowed along the rail. The foremast was stepped 
well up in the eyes of her. The mainsail was much 
the larger of the two. These sails were rigged 
with a gaff and a sprite, but no boom. They were 
considered good sea boats. I have heard them ealled 
Hampton wherries, and I know many of them were 
built there in the old days. 

A few years ago, about 715 or 716, about the mid- 
dle of September, I had a very bad attack of a 
fever which only afflicts the died-in-the-wool fisher- 
man and gunner. The Parker that stood in the 
corner of my bedroom kept me awake nights, teas- 
ing, teasing me to go. I actually would get out 
of bed, turn on the light, and go shadow shooting. 
(Jack Fanning taught me that.) Finally, I could 
stand it no longer. It was early for ecoot shooting, 
but I started with the car one morning at day- 
light, and at one’ o’clock I was off the point, tollers 
out, pipe lit, drawing in long breaths of that won- 
derful, pure air. No rumbling roar and rattle of 
trucks, automobiles or trolley cars—only the gentle 
drone of the surf on the beach disturbed the silence. 
I was content, even with no birds flying I had a 
back rigged on the midship thwart of my dory, so 
I leaned back and took in everything on the hori- 
zon. 

Off on Little Cove Ledge I saw a wherry with sails 
down. As there was only one left along shore, 
I knew it was Cap’n Bruce. He had a boy with 
him and they were hand lining for cod. Alon 
about half past two it came on to blow a bit, one 
of those smoky sou’therlies that we get afternoons 
along in the fall. They die down at sunset. It 
kicked up quite a chop, but nothing to hurt. Pret- 


(Continued on Page 24) 


her, a master craftsman. 
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With the Vineyard Fishermen 
By J. C. Allen 
HE unanimous verdict of every bait-chopper, 


fish-killer 


that this is one of the ecussidest springs or} 


jig-snateher and hereabouts is 


record since Noah set the first trawl. 


True some fish have shown up, good ones, too, but 
for the greater part of the month the Atlantic Ocean 
has seemed to be trying to pile itself up in a heap 
and freeze that way. The result is that our trawlers 
ean only dodge out now and then and when they do, 
they only spend about half of the time fishing. Dur- 
ing the other half they are thawing out their fingers. 


In the ponds things are not shaping up so good 
either. The smelts arrived on time and were the 
largest ever seen in this locality, according to some 
One 


of smelts that weighed a pound apiece, and there 


of the old timers. man hailed a small cateh 
have been quite a number taken that weighed half 


a pound. 


But the ice stayed late in the ponds, and that 
has discouraged the herring, while the spring thaw 
was so gradual that there was no customary freshet 
to clean out the brooks and thus far the seining 
has been extremely difficult owing to the vast quan- 
tities of mud and dead weed which fills the nets. 
A few perch have been taken, one lad at Edgar- 
town getting seventy-four barrels in two hauls, but 
generally speaking the luck is still in the mud and 
is due to stay there until the weather warms up. 


The quahauging is very good and at Edgartown 
is picking up quite a bit. still a 
The local 
market paid as high as $5.75 per gallon during the 
week of the 26th. 


There are few 


scallops, too, and the price is top-notch. 


What few deep-legged craft we have are doing 
very well off shore, and some of them will probably 
fit out to go after mackerel soon. 


The busiest men around the shore right now are 
the lads who are setting their herring nets, or get- 
ting ready for it. They use quite a number of stake 
traps here and ordinarily most of them would have 
been in by the end of the month. But owing to the 
ice, some of the boys haven’t driven their stakes 
yet. 

In one way, this late arrival of the school may 
be a benefit to Island fishermen, as the herring 
being shipped. from the south now, and this 
forced the market down. 


are 
has 
These shipments will stop 
a little later, and if the herring show up around 
here then, why, our lads will be on velvet. 
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The lobstermen and pound-fishermen are still 
keeping under cover for the most part, and they 
are not expected to show much activity until we 
have about a week of sou’-west weather. Just as 
soon aS a man ean work in his shirt sleeves, the 
beaches will he lively enough. 
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We have a few new boats here this spring, not 
brand-new, but near enough to it. One of the finest 
of these is the remodeled power cruiser of the 
Flanders brothers of Chilmark. 


We ought to say a word about these ‘‘Flanders 
children’’, as they are called. They are about fifty 
vears of age and just about of a size. A little over 
six feet over all and weigh, for a guess, two hundred 
and fifty pounds each. They are the sons of an old- 
time whaleman, have been shore-fishermen all their 
lives, and have never used tobacco or liquor. It would 
be pretty hard to find two men of their ages who 
would stack up alongside them in any kind of shape. 


The shore gossip this month is really about as 
exciting as the fishing. That isn’t saying but 
precious little, but will give it a fling, anyhow. 


The government surveyors have just been look- 
ing over the site for the proposed opening of Cape 
Pogue Pond, which we mentioned last month. Ed- 
eartown lads are confident that the job will be done. 


Vineyard Haven is to have a new $75,000 steam- 
beat pier, which will give the town the use of the 
old one for commercial purposes entirely. All fish- 
ermen, coasters and tug-boat men rejoice exceed- 
ingly. 

The dredger which has been at Menemsha Creek 
to repair the jetties has hauled up into the basin, 
and it is rumored that some digging will be done. 
Everyone is hopeful that the report is correct. 


Dave Bulter at the ‘‘Bight’’ has lost about nine 
of the twelve cats that he has been keeping in his 
bait-house. Dave has been feeding them up in good 
shape and the beach was clean of rats for the first 
time in years. And then some derelict of humanity 
with a head full of bilge-water instead of brains 
poisoned them. 


Last, but not least on the articles of gossip, Nor- 
man West, one of our native sons and prize fish- 
killer, swung on a big cod with his muntle a few 
days ago. The cod jumped, and Norman hit himself 
on the toe and has walked with a pronounced limp 
ever since. 


Our monthly catch figures 1043 barrels of qua- 
haugs, 565 gallons of scallops, 7200 pounds of cod, 
110 barrels of yellow tails, 109 barrels of black 
backs, 78 barrels of perch and a few herring and 
smelts. 








Captain Alden Geele 


NOTHER of Gloucester’s old-guard has gone 
to his final resting place—Captain Alden 


fine, upstanding, kindly 
shooter, whose tragie death shocked Gloucester re- 


Geele, a square- 
cently. 

Hlis was a sad loss and a most substantial one, not 
only to his family, but to the folks down Cape Ann 
way, where he was always regarded as a regular 
fellow, and yet highly respected as a man and a 
skipper. 

With his death Gloucester lost her leader in the 
dory handline fishery. His reputation as a high- 
liner was established while he was in the Tatler, a 
and 
that 


Gorton-Pew vessel, and later in his own vessel, 


Elsie. The Elsie was the Yankee defender 





CAPTAIN ALDEN GEELE. 


competed with the Bluenose in the International 
Races in 1921. Captain Geele later had the Colum- 
bia on her maiden trips, and, after giving her up 
for the races in 1923, he remained at home in Yar- 
mouth for a couple of years. 

When he decided to return to the sea he would 
have liked to have again taken the Columbia, but 
last fall no one knew what was to be done with her, 
so the Captain shipped with Gorton-Pew to go in 
the Thomas S. Gorton. It was in this vessel, while 
at Shelburne, N. S., that he took his life, on April 10. 

Captain Geele was a native of the state of Maine, 
and came to Gloucester nearly forty years ago. Al- 
though he had always been in Gloucester vessels, 
he made his home in Yarmouth, N. 8., but never 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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Fishing Notes from Maine 


‘By THE FISHERMAN’s Doctor 


HE lobstermen at Corea, who have taken 
hardly a lobster since winter set in, in earn- 


est, are once more on the job and are feeling 
more natural. Lobsters are 45 cents a pound. 

Captain Stinson at Haneock has sold out all the 
lobsters from the pound and has been getting ready 
for a new supply. Some of them were sold at 
and 80 cents a pound. 

The spring smelt season in Gouldsboro Bay failed 
to materialize. 

The fishermen are waking to the need of working 
for change in the gasoline tax law so that it will 
no longer be a burden to the fishermen, and many 
of them are following the lead of the ATLANTIC FisH- 
ERMAN and are signing protests against the law. 
Commisisoner Crie, of the Maine Sea & Shore Fish- 
eries, says, ‘‘the ATLANTIC FISHERMAN, a magazine 
published in Boston, is doing its part by printing 
in each issue an article on the necessity of repeal- 
ing this gasoline-tax law. When an out of state 
magazine is taking such an interest in the Maine 
fishermen, we citizens should at least show through 
the press that we, too, are equal to the occasion and 
keep the good work continually before the people. 
Let us hear from everyone who has the interests of 
the fishermen at heart, and also from the fishermen 
themselves.’ 

On the last of March the Maine coast fishermen 
lost a firm friend by the death of Alton E. Farns- 
worth. yenuine regret has been expressed, not 
only by the great many immediate friends of Mr. 
Farnsworth, but by countless numbers of fishermen 
all along the coast, and his loss is seriously felt. 
Mr. Farnsworth worked intensively in the interests 
of the fisheries, owned and controlled sardine pack- 
ing plants and was at the head of the Farnsworth 
Packing Company, served zealously in both branches 
of the legislature, and as a member of the council 
of Governor Milliken and at one time was a mem- 
ber of the Commisison of Sea & Shore Fisheries. 
He always worked for the best interests of the Maine 
fishermen. Truly, we mourn the loss of a great 
friend. 

The smelting season at Penobscot was more or less 
of a failure. 

Earl Carter of Sedgwick has gone to Brooklin 
and is engaged in digging clams for the packers at 
Brooklin and Bass Harbor. 

Swan’s Island has lost one of its old-time fisher- 
men by the death of Captain Freeman Kent. 

Hiram Dolliver of Old Harbor is having his mo- 
tor-boat retimbered by Frank Bridges. 

The new fishing boat being built for Howard Sta- 
ples of Atlantic is attracting much attention from 
the Atlantic fishermen. It is twenty-eight feet in 
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Who's Who Among the Skippers 


By CAPTAIN CHARLTON L. SMITH 


Captain Moses Sweet 


Age 
Boyhood— 
Fishing when thirteen years old 
on the Grand Banker, Jose- 
phine, Captain Nehemia Pre- 
ble, George Knight owner. 
Later in the J. P. Merriam, 
Captain Sam Harris, Samuel 
Hidden, owner. 
Belle Franklin, Captain George 
Bell. 
Enlisted in Navy, 1861— 
Two years in converted 
boat, Western World. 
Transferred to the 
Freeborn of the 
tilla, 
tug. 
Cruised to West Indies in U. S. 
S. Memphis. 
To the Mediteranean in frigate 
Colorado. 
Fishing After the War— 
Out of Beverly to Grand Bank 
in one of Captain Woodbury’s 
vessels. 


Over Eighty 


cattle 


Thomas 
Potomac Flo- 
formerly a_ side-wheel 


To West Indies in Portland bark, Lizzie Jackson. 

Again out of Beverly in the Ripley. 

With Captain Bill McKay in George Pitman’s Marblehead 
schooner, Ricochet. 

In the Lizzie B. Knight, George Knight, owner, ‘‘ Beet-o’’ 
(Bill) Frost, skipper. 





Home—Marblehead 


The Emaline Russell, George 
Knight, with Captain Dexter 
Craig. 

Commands— 

1880 John Meers’ schooner 
Silence. 

Next Benjamin Crowninshield’s 


sloop yacht, Effie. 
Yacht owned by Dr. William F. 
Whitney, then in eutter, Ron- 


dina, same owner. 


Rondina sold twice, but Captain 


Sweet continued as master 


many years. 

Then in the Lapwing, built by 
Lawley for Bancroft C. Davis, 
one of the Rondina’s owners. 

Cutter Edith, owned by William 
B. Stearns. 


New schooner Rondina, David C. Percival. 
Sloop Cherokee and schooner Vision. 
A year in the schooner Cassella. 
Dodge Brothers’ schooner Frolic. 
Present Occupation— 
Yacht rigger. 


‘*Captain Sweet may be seen any day at Grand Army Hall or at his home in the old ‘Phip’ Tucker house 


on Front Street, where he and his charming wife are enjoying a cheerful old age together. 


ple of the faithful old sea-dog exists than 


length and will soon be ready for launching. 
G. F. & S. E. Merchant at South 
busy building boats. 
Few smelts have been caught at Cape Rosier. 
John Gross of Oceanville has been doing well scal- 
loping. 
W. H. Lunt of West Tremont has built six new 
boats since last fall. 


Haneoek are 


The handliners at Sunshine, Deer Isle are getting 
some large fares of fish, which they sell at the fish- 
stands at Old Harbor, Swan’s Island. 

At Sequin Island the light-keepers and their fami- 
lies are convineed that spring is at hand, because a 
large fleet of netters has appeared in the cove. 

Silas Young is building his weirs in Gouldsboro 
Bay. 

Smelting is a popular sport in the Georges River 
at Warren. 

Old Neptune was a bit temperamental, even a 
bit nasty and hasty in running his home affairs and 
kicked up a commotion the first of April, which put 
a two-masted schooner ashore on Outer Long Island 
in Frenchman’s Bay and strewed the coasts of Long 
Island, Swan’s Island, the Bakers and the Sisters 
with hemlock boards. Consequently the fishermen 
of Frenchboro, Minturn and Swan’s Island have sal- 
vaged a lot of good lumber. The good sailors of 


No finer exam- 


Mose Sweet, beloved by all his fellow townsmen.’’ 


Frenchboro rescued and gave shelter to the dis- 
tressed crew of the wrecked vessel. Coastguard men 
from the Islesford station brought the men to the 
mainland from Frenchboro. 

H. C. Parsons of North Haven caught eleven hun- 
dred pounds of fish near the island recently. 

E. L. Carver of Eagle Island is preparing to re- 
build his weirs. 

The Franklin fishermen had a fairly successful 
season at smelting. Recently low prices and poor 
condition of the ice caused them to take up their 
camp and go ashore. 

The smelt fishermen’s colony at Sorrento has seat- 
tered, after a fairly good season. 

Atlantic fishermen at Mackerel Cove, Atlantic, are 
painting their boats. 

There have been plenty of herring for bait in Pas- 
samaquoddy Bay and trawlers and handliners have 
been bringing in haddock, hake and cod and have 
found a ready market. 

Captain Ingersoll of Lubee has had his power boat 
repaired and intends to sell her at Grand Manan. 

The schooner wrecked at Long Island the first of 
April was the Lillian, in command of Captain Mau- 
rice Hardy of Deer Isle. The other members of 
the crew were Wilmot Hardy of Deer Isle and Ken- 


neth Foss of Machias. Vessel and cargo were a 
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WM. H. CHAMBERLAIN 
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total loss, but the eargo of lumber salvaged on vari- 
ous shores will prove handy to the fishermen. 

The packing plant at Sargentville is very busy 
canning clams. 

The remnant of the 1925 sardine pack is rapidly 
disappearing from Eastport, shipments going for- 
ward frequently by steamer and vessels. 

Herring have been plentiful in Canadian waters 
nearly all winter. 

Schooner Kingfisher, Captain Wolfe, recently took 
a cargo of cans from the American Can Company at 
Lubee to the Underwood plant at Jonesport. 

Schooner Belle recently 
large cargo of herring from Grand Manan to W. B. 
Mowry at Lubec. 

George E. Tilden, for twenty-nine years a travel- 
ling salesman for various sardine companies, died in 
Florida recently. He was the head of the Tilden 
Sardine Exchange. 

Black and Gay are canning clams at Oceanville. 

About the middle of March a spring tide badly 
damaged Grindstone wharf at Winter Harbor and 
the freight house was let down into the water, but 
local fishermen came to the rescue and saved the 
building. 

The new motorboat of Howard Staples at Atlan- 
tic, built by Seth Joyce, is about ready for launch- 
ing. 

Steamer Mary Arnold of the Seacoast Canning Co. 
has been brought to Eastport, and is being recon- 
ditioned for this season’s work in handling tows of 
sardine carriers along the frontier waters. The 
Company has a large fleet of boats which carry sar- 
dines to their seven large factories in Eastport, 


Lassie brought a 








Lubee and Robbinston. 
pected. 


A very busy season is ex- 


Alexander Wentworth caught a lobster in his seal- 
lop dredge which fifteen 
sold it for $5. 

Hiram Gray of Cape Rosier is rebuilding a boat 
for F. R. Kellogg of Dark Harbor. 
Harbor is clear of ice. 


weighed pounds. He 


Cape Rosier 


Harry Johnson at Minturn is building a new boat 
for Everett Dalzell of Frenchboro. 

Schooner James Webster brought a derrick to Min- 
turn and Captain Webster erected it on Staple’s 
Wharf. 

The lobstermen at Swan’s Island did very well 
during the winter, when weather conditions permit- 
ted them to tend their traps. 

The C. H. Rice Co. of Bangor, who formerly 
bought fish at the Richardson wharf at McKinley, 
has bought the Guy Parker wharf at Bernard and 
will transfer their fish business there. 

Smelt shipping is in season on the Georges River 
and smelts are plentiful, but the season is short. 

Henry Lunt and Rice of Frenchboro are 
bringing in good fares of cod. 
tagged fish, No. 30246 U.S. B. F. 

The salmon season at Bangor pool, Penobseot Riv- 
er, has started. 


Sam 


Henry caught a 


Walter Crossman landed a twelve 

and a half pounder last Tuesday afternoon. 
Captain Coombs of Winter 

some good trips of large codfish. 
John Butler of Eastport has sold his auxiliary 

fishing schooner Odd Fellow, to the William Under- 

wood Company, who will take her to Jonesport for 

(Continued on Page 29) 


Harbor has landed 
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The Situation 
OBSTER supplies are still very light because of 
the great loss of gear in the seetions which 
would ordinarily be making shipments at this 
time. One Saturday early in the month there was 
hardly a fish to be had in the Boston market. 
Some relief is anticipated after the 20th when the 
season opens east of Halifax. 


Lobstermen Ruined 
HE westerly gales which struck all along the 
northern coast played havoe with lobstering 
The 


loss, both in damage to the boats and in lost traps. 


vear. fishermen suffered inestimable 
Most of the gear set on the inshore grounds has 
either come ashore smashed and wrecked, or else 
it is so badly twisted and snarled in the water that 
it will be impossible to get it straightened out. 

At Seal fine 
from seven hundred dollars to over a thousand laid at 
The 


next evening there was only one left afloat. Of 


Harbor thirteen boats, valued at 


their moorings the night before the storm. 


the others, ten had been sunk at their moorings, while 


two others had broken adrift and were driven 


ashore. 

The loss, coming as it does, right at the opening 
of the season, which is very backward, could not 
the 


be more serious, and some of fishermen 


had to 


may 
have haul out of the business altogether. 
So much new gear had been put in this spring that 
its loss is more expensive than it would have been 
sometimes when the men were getting along with 
old stuff. 

One Yarmouth fisherman writes: 

‘For years there has been an appeal to extend 
the lobster season, whether to the advantage of all 
of our fisherman, I will not say, but now, owing to 


the existing conditions, I feel that it would not only 


be reasonable and right, but it is the only thing that 
will save the situation for the fishermen. 

‘‘Owing to ice conditions and the drop of prices, 
it will be impossible for the men to make good in 
so short a time with a full set of gear. 

‘Ti is most too early to estimate the loss of gear, 
but from reports the loss to boats at the Islands, is 
shocking to hear. 

“*Some of our men have been confined to the house 
by what is called the ‘‘flu’’ and have just got ready 
to fish. 

“While I would not be in sympathy to destroy 
so valuable an industry, yet who of us know how 
long it may be left for our use. Few of us thought 
a few years ago that we would have a fleet of Beam 
Trawlers fishing the Banks and flooding our mar- 
kets.’’ 


1925 Canadian Lobster Catch Larger 
FFICIAL figures for the 1925 eateh of lob- 
sters for Nova Scotia show 16,927,800 pounds, 
against 11,541,900 pounds in 1924, which is an 
increase of over 45 per cent. 

Quantities shipped to Canadian markets and ex- 
ported to United States show little change, those 
to Continental Europe were below the previous year, 
but about 25,000 cases more were sent to Great Brit- 
ain. The consuming demand in England was good 
during last spring and early summer, but fell off 
later and a large carryover is reported to be still 
in wholesalers’ hands there. 

Canned lobsters appear to have lost their popu- 
larity in the American markets, being supplanted in 
many markets by canned crab meat, which is cheap- 
er and improved in quality of late so as to be more 
uniform than the average of lobsters from the smal- 
ler canneries of New Brunswick and Prince Edward 


Island. 
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N. C. Commission Criticized 
HE North 


Board is coming in for severe criticism in 


Carolina Fisheries Commission 

some quarters because, so it is claimed, of 
the unfamiliarity of the individuals on the Board 
with the commercial fisheries, which results in un- 
warranted and unwise regulation. 

The eritics maintain that although the Commis- 
sion has had appropriations of hundreds of thous- 
ands of dollars, not to mention the tax money which 
it has collected, but that conditions in the industry 
are not as good as in the days before the Fisheries 
Commission came into existence. 

One man states, ‘‘For two years it has been un- 
lawful to take from publie beds of North, Carolina 
any oysters less than three inches in length. But as 
a matter of fact, there are only a few places in the 
state where oysters grow naturally to be three inches 
in length, consequently, the oystermen could find no 
oysters of lawful size, were forced to anchor their 
boats at their landings, go out of business and face 
starvation, to say nothing of the depletion of the 
industry. The Fish Commissioner seeing the great 
needs of the oystermen modified the law so that 
two and one half inch oysters could be taken for 
a period of about thirty days just prior to the close 
of the season, after the demand for the product 
was practically over, the oystermen made to suffer 
and the publie denied of good food products.’’ 

The same man continues on the netting and other 
laws, ‘‘upon an investigation and report made by 
some one man whom the Board sent out, the Board 
at once made it unlawful for any pound net in 
North Carolina to be set for butter fish, trout and 
croakers from May Ist to August Ist, thereby elim. 
inating the pound net business, paralyzing the en- 
tire fishing industry, leaving the fishermen of that 
type completely idle and at the same time putting 
the wholesale dealer out of business. 

‘‘Tiast year Bogue Sound was full of escallops, 


one of the finest of all sea foods. This year there 


were none, not one to be marketed. The Fish Com- 
mission had absolute control over this industry. 
The eseallops are now gone. I wonder why they did 
not at least save a few seed for another year. In 
1916 Morehead City was the third shipping point 
for this sea food on the Atlantie coast. 
are about the sixteenth. 


Today we 


‘Under the existing law we have been allowed 
to catch this winter very small spots and croakers. 
Because of their smallness a great many towns 
would not handle them at all and I have been em- 
barrassed and ashamed to ship them to my eusto- 
mers. But at this time of the year we have coming 
into our inland waters the noted large croakers, 
weighing from one to five pounds, the famous red- 
finned croakers. But these we are not allowed to 
catch until next July, and in August they spawn 
and leave our waters. The fishermen are thereby 
denied the right of taking these noble fish during 
April, May and June. During these same months 
Virginia, our sister state, is eatehing thousands of 
barrels of these same fish, including butter fish and 
trout, and shipping them into our state to supply 
our own people, all to the gain of Virginia fisher- 
men and the distruetion of our own fishermen. My! 
My! What a state of affairs.”’ 


Oyster Ruling Changed 


© allow for the taking of seed oysters, the 

town of Patchogue has passed a ruling whieh 

permits baymen to take three inch oysters 
during April and May. The limit during the rest 
of the season is 314 inches. 

All oysters taken from the town beds shall be 
culled immediately, and all which do not measure 
up to the limit put back. The beds to whieh this 
ruling applies are specified as including about two 
miles of bay bottom, with ‘‘the center of the south 
line from east to west the point of Old House, Mid- 
dle Ground.”’ 
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Still Busy At Gloucester 
URING the last eighty or 
ninety sail have fitted and gone from Glou- 
The largest fleet in years left for 
the south, there being around fifty seiners and over 
twenty 


few weeks some 


ecester. 


netters out there this year from Gloucester 


alone. and Gov. 


and there is a fleet of a 


The Columbia, Thomas S. Gorton 


Foss are dory handlining, 


dozen or more halibutters. 


Even though that with the haddoekers, aecounts 
for nearly the entire fleet of Gloucestermen there 
is still plenty of activity along the wharves and 
over to Essex. There are a number of new craft 


being hustled along, and everyone whose work de- 
pends on the vessels has plenty to do. 

The United Sail Loft is exceptionally busy. They 
have contracts to fit Capt. Harry Clattenburg’s new 
Jacob Story near- 
ing completion at the vard of A. D. Story & Son, 
Capt. Jake Brigham’s new vessel soon to come down 
the 


Singola, 


d0-ton Caroline, a new model by 


new boat for John 
who sold the Serafina this spring. All of 
these are to take C-O’s. New suits of sails and at 
least the fitting is being attended to for 
H. F. Hathaway’s Roseway, built last fall by 
the Sachem III, a yaeht designed by 
Alden and building at 


from James yard, and a 


part of 
James 
schooner John 


Thomaston for cruising off 


Labrador, another fisherman type yacht for Richard 
T. Crane Jr., sails for L. A. Norris’ Mariner, the 
schooner whieh was built here four years and 


which recently won the Tahiti Race by six days, a 


3700-mile jaunt across the Pacific. The passage was 


made in twenty-one days. John Barrymore, the 


movie actor, owns the Mariner now. 


the few real Gloucester type schooners which is in 


She is one of 


the pictures. Mr. 85-foot 
Burgess, & Paine. She 
the Sail Loft and delivered to San 
Francisco in the early fall for use in the copra trade. 


Norris is having a new 
boat designed by 


will be fitted by 


Swasey 


Looks Good For A Race 
HE liklihood of a 
tional Race series looks very favorable. 


of the Interna- 
Both 
in Gloucester and Nova Seotia more interest 

is being shown than would be hoped for this early. 
The Hon A, Piatt representative from 
Gloucester, has made a move which promises to clear 


renewal 


Andrew, 


the atmosphere of one obstacle—finaneing the con- 
test. He has introduced a bill in Congress provid- 
ing for an appropriation of $10,000 to be spent on 
the Races by a committee made up of one member 
of the one from the Senate and a third to 
be appointed by the President. 


House, 


an international con- 
test, each vessel upholding the traditions of the 
maritime life of the people of each nation, it is no 
more than right that the public, as represented by 
our national should help finance the 
$5,000 has been given by Ottawa every year. 


As the Races are in reality 


government, 


series. 
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HAVE YOU MADE MONEY TRAWLING THIS WINTER ? 


What are you going to do about it next season? 
We can fit you out to give you quicker, bigger, and better trips 


NESCO TRAWLING GEAR 


will improve your catch 
We will store your gear for the summer and put it in shape for next winter. 


JOHN CHISHOLM FISHERIES CO. Gloucester, Mass. 

















The Last Wherry 
(Continued from Page 16) 


ty soon I saw Cap’n Bruce hoist both sails and 
give it to her for the harbor. He could just about 
fetch from where he was without tacking. I won- 
dered if that old wherry could stand both sails, 
and as I watched over the side they both went. The 
strain had been too much and when the masts went 
they split the old boat from stem to stern like a 
mackerel. | hove over my buoy and started for 
him in my fourteen-foot dory. | Unknown to me the 
life savers had been watching that wherry ever since 
she had left the harbor, and in jig time Walter 
Remick’s brute of a power boat came roaring out 
with Walter at the throttle. (There was no power 
boat at the life saving station.) The old wherry 
Cap’n Bruce and the boy sat upon 
the wind’ard rail holding on with all hands. The 
power boat ran along side and took the boy off. 
Cap’n Bruce would not quit his old sweetheart, and 
he sat there on the rail with head up, feet and legs 
in the cold water. 


did not sink. 


They towed by me within twen- 
I hailed: ‘‘Are you all right, Cap’n?’’ 
His lips moved but I heard no sound. 
erying like a child. 


ty yards. 


He was 


Not long after that, Cap’n Bruce went over and 
joined that select throng around the throne. He 


was buried with all honors by the Grand Army of 


the Republic. I do not know if there is an epitaph 

on his tombstone, but if there is it should read: 
‘*Here lies Capt. George Bruce Caswell. He was a 

Christian, a brave soldier and a gentleman.’’ 


Fresh Fish Shipped from Halifax 
to England 


T is reported that during the past half year the 
National Fish Company of Halifax has succeed- 
ed in working up a fresh fish trade direct with 

Great Britain and the Continent. Shipments of fish 
have been going forward for several months two and 
three times a week and, according to statements by 
the President of the above concern, the market for 
Nova Seotian fresh fish in England, Scotland, 
France, and Holland is definitely established. 

Metropolitan cities of England and Seotland are 
absorbing these shipments, notwithstanding the 
number of British trawlers which are tied up. The 
fish is thoroughly iced and is said to require no fur- 
ther handling after being placed aboard ship at 
Halifax until it reaches the other side. 

If all the trawlers operating from Canadian ports 
were engaged in this trade it would take the curse 
off their introduction to a certain extent. 








MACKEREL NETS 
POUND NETTING 








The Fish Net and Twine Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FISH NETTING and NET FITTINGS 


COTTON AND LINEN GILL NETS 
TRAP NETTING 


We use a special high grade of twine for all these purposes. 


DON’T RUN IN A RUT! SEE HOW MUCH BETTER YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR MONEY! 


310-312 Bergen Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 


Samples will be gladly sent on request. 


Branches: 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
Richmond, Va. 
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You can make up for the tough winter by 
installing a 


HILL- 
DIESEL 











The money you would save 
would cut your expenses way 
down and your worries and 
troubles ver engines would 
disappea. Nothing to do to 
a Hill } at pour in a little fuel 
oil or xerosene and give the 
fly-w.eel. a. spin. Neither 
cole. weather nor salt water 
breaking over your 
cock-pit will bother 
at all. 





Oil 
Engine 4 


All Sizes Carried in Stock for Immediate Delivery 
AGENTS FOR THE STATE OF MAINE 


TH | ( H A RRIS C HEAD OF CENTRAL WHARF 
* PORTLAND, MAINE . 


Largest fisherman’s supply house east of Boston 

















Fishing Benefits Everyone lectmen or Chamber of Commerce get to talking 
(Continued from page 7) about tax-free sites for a summer hotel or a fac- 

except for labor, but a vessel’s bills will average close tory you will be ready for them. You can prove 
to twice her cost every year. that it is a better investment for the town to do 


Mull this thing over in your minds, not in a gen- something to encourage fishing and to bring more 
eral way, but trying to arrive at pretty definite fig- boats and vessels there than to offer attractions to 
ures as to what the fishing business means to the port almost any other business enterprise they can men- 
where you make your home, and then when the se- tion. 











NETS, TWINES and FITTINGS for all the FISHERIES 
STANDARD OF COMPARISON 








GOLD MEDAL Cotton Netting A. N. & T. Coy Linen Gill Netting 
GOLD MEDAL Seine Twine Sea Island Cotton Gill Netting 
Burnham Tarred Cod Lines Hemp Flounder Trawl Netting 


Write for Prices and Estimates 


THE LINEN THREAD COMPANY 





Branches 
BOSTON NEW YORK BALTIMORE GLOUCESTER 
575 Atlantic Ave. 96 Franklin St. Johnson & Barney Sts. 105 Maplewood Ave. 
SAN FRANCISCO CHICAGO 
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PALMER ENGINES 


AN UNFAILING QUALITY 


POWER, Speed, Dependability, 
Durability and Economy are 
built-in qualities of Palmer En- 
gines. They are strictly high- 
quality machines, built of the best 
material obtainable, made in an 
up-to-date plant and perfected by 
experienced engineers. 


PALMER BROS. ENGINES, Inc. 
COS COB, CONN. 


BRANCHES: 306 E Tale St. 














Boston 
59 Haverhill St. 











PALMER En- 
gines are manufac- 
tured in three types: 
two cycle single 
and double cylinder 
type, four cycle me- 
dium duty type and 
our heavy duty 
type. Palmer En- 
gines are manufac- 
tured from 2 to 85 
horsepower; 1 to 6 
cylinders. 


Pertland, Me. Jacksonville, Fla. 
Portland Pier 122 So. Ocean St. 


Palmer 4 cylinder, 
Marine Motor 


4 cycle, 


New York 
128 Lexington Ave. 


Philadelphia 
9 N. 6th St. 
































With the Ice Hunters 
(Continued from Page 13) 
from which vantage point he directs the course of 
the ship so far as her movements through the ice 
are concerned. Under his guidance she wends slow- 
ly through the maze of ice, avoiding the heavy pans, 
wheeling aside all the lighter ones, working for any 
leads that may open up through it, sometimes 
straining and steaming at full pressure for ten 
minutes without moving an inch, until at length 
the steady effort tells and she slowly begins to forge 
ahead. But when a steamer finds nothing else for 
it she moves back through the channel she has made 
and with a cloud of canvas drawing (for most of 
the ships are bark or barkentine rigged and loftily 
sparred) and with full steam ahead she crashes into 
the impending ice. Sometimes she smashes her 
way through, sometimes she has to go back and 


try again, but when she is brought up all standing, 
quivering, and groaning, one wonders how even 
solid greenheart and iron can survive it. Then it 
may be necessary to get out the dynamite and blast 
a way through. Over the ‘‘seunner’s’’ head again, 
in a large barrel slung at the top of the highest 
mast, is the ‘‘barrel man.’’ This position is one of 
great importance, and is generally occupied either 
by the captain himself or his first officer, armed 
with a powerful telescope on the lookout for any 
and sundry indications that may point the way of 
seals. Every day there is a lively half hour when 
the ship is stopped to take water. A small berg 
with high pinnacles is selected and the ship ranged 
alongside ; axes are got out and large lumps chopped 
off and passed on board. These are then steamed 
down. All the water used by the sealing fleet is 
obtained in this way. It is perfectly fresh. 
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JEFFERY’S MARINE GLUE 


For all deck seams 
AT LOCAL SHIPCHANDLERS 


152 Kneeland Street, 





Boston,Mass. 


























Cap’n Allswell says: 














COLUMBIAN 








The better the wheel, the better the boat. 


Make sure you're getting the most out of your boat 
by fitting out with Columbians. 


(Write for propeller information.) 


The Columbian Bronze Corp., 224 N. Main St. Freeport, L. I., N. Y. 
New York City Sales, 44 Third Avenue 


Bronze PROPELLERS 
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Items From New Jersey 
By Captain Jesse P. GAsKILL, Sr. 
R. William Parsons, the venerable ship 
M builder of Greenwich, N. J., launched a new 
schooner for Captain Chris Johnson on 
April 17. She is 110 feet overall, 24 foot beam and- 
7 feet deep. The boat is intended for Captain John- 
son’s growing oyster trade, and is a beauty. 


Stowman Brothers of Dorchester have just 
launched a new schooner, 100 feet overall, for New- 























Schooner J. N. Ogden, owned by Captain Gaskill, with 
1130 baskets of oysters on deck, a day’s catch. 


comb & Bell, while Harry Stowman & Sons just put 
a ninety footer in the water for Captain Stultz 
Berry. 

All these new boats will be employed in the oyster 
industry on Delaware Bay. 

Our State Board of Shell Fisheries have been out 
and made an inspection of the natural beds. They 
do not give a very promising report, as they claim 
a large percentage of the seed oysters are winter 
killed. We have had some fierce winds and lots 
of heavy ice, which has been very hard on the 
young spat that caught last summer. 

There is a controversy on between the states of 
Delaware and New Jersey in regard to the boundary 
line between the two states. The authorities have 
gotten together and buoyed off the area in dispute, 
and there will be no dredging done on the disputed 
grounds until the division line is settled satisfac- 
torily to all parties. 
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HYDE 


PROPELLERS 
SPEED— 
EFFICIENCY— 
RELIABILITY 





Every Hyde Propeller Is Guaranteed Against Breakage 


Write for Our Booklet “Propeller Efficiency” 
We will be glad to mail you a copy 


HYDE WINDLASS COMPANY 
BATH, MAINE 























BRASS — CANNOT RUSTrINTO THE CYLINDERS 


SOOTLESS SPARK PLUGS 


ALL MICA-Not Porcelain; cannot crack because of water 
or spray. 

The One Practical Plug for Marine Use 
Endorsed by Boatmen Everywhere 
Manufactured for 23 years 
Send for Circular 
THE OAKES & DOW CO. 


Cor. Mystic Ave., and Fellsway Somerville, Mass. 
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THREE VALUES HARD TO BEAT 
Model “U” 6-8 H. P. 2 cycle 
$180.00. A range of speed that per- 
mits throttling down for trolling. 
Model “O” 5 H.P. 4 Oycle $99.00. 
Operating on either Gasoline or Kerosene, it 
has a wide range of usefulness. Model “ZB” 
14-25 H.P. 4 cyl. 4 cycle. $270.00-$295.00. 
Ideal for the commercial fisherman, at a 
price that appeals. 
SIX MORE JUST AS GOOD 
Model “Z” 20-25 H.P. 4 cyl. 4 cycle, 
$395.00-$466.00. Model “H-50” 40-50 H.P. 
4sr bore 5// stroke, $525.00-$700.00. Model 
“Z-6" 50 H.P. 6 Cyl. 3%x4%—$895.00. 
Model “V” 25-35 H.P. 4 Cyl. 4 Cycle, 
$595.00-$720.00 Model “H-70" 60-70 H. P. 
GRAY MARINE MOTOR COMPANY “3,53, $1,000.00. Model “4-6” 75 HLP. 
721 Canton Ave., Detroit, Michigan © Cyl. 3 %x5—$1,285,.00, 


es 


28 ATLANTIC FISHERMAN 


Aprit, 1926 

















The Fishing Vessel. Mart 


In answering the following advertisements, if no name or address is given, please address communications to 
the initials following each item and send care of ATLANTIC FISHERMAN, 100 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 














WANTED 


Women to knit cotton minnow dip 
nets, crab nets and eel pot funnels. We 
supply the twine. State your price and 
the number you can do a week. Ad- 
dress—F. N., care of Atlantie Fisher- 
man, Ine., 100 Boylston St., Boston. 

(The above advertisement is not the 
same as the similar one in the January 
magazine. The concern that wanted 
lobster pot heads has been delayed and 
so will not need any for a while, but 
this is a chance for immediate work 
and we suggest that the women who 


FOR SALE 


Gas str. Bradley A.; length 54 by 
13% by 5; Palmer engine, N. K. 3. 
Boat and engine new in spring of 1919. 
Also, one 16 h. p. Peerless, 4-cylinder, 
4-eycle engine, and one 6 h. p. Hart- 
ford, 2-cylinder, 2-cyele engine. Ad- 
dress: R. C. Smith, Yarmouth, Maine. 


FOR SALE 
A nice 3-man boat 35 ft. long, 3% 


in-head,__Uses cither gas or kerosene. 
Fully equipped, $99; with WICO 
magneto, $136. Write for catalog on! 

his and other models up to 6 cylinders. 


Gray Marine MotorCo., Dept. F. 6910 Lafayette Ave., Detroit, Mich. 














USE THIS PAGE TO 























applied previously write to F. N., Ed.) ft. draft and good width; double- BUY OR SELL 
ender, decked all over, forecastle for Any kind of 
FOR SALE 3 men, will earry 60 bbls. fish in hold. 
nest Ob tek, Se ees a a nice shoal water fish boat. One mast FISHING EQUIPMENT 
H. P. "Heavy duty engine. "aa for ak. and pilot house; 7 years old. A bar- er Lines, sg — 
Other good bargains. Address AB AMJ. gain at $1,000. Address: LAS. 25 Cents per ine or a 
over 5 lines 
ATLANTIC FISHERMAN, Inc. 
100 Boylston Street Boston, Mass. 
Dealers in : Makers of 
Duck, Cordage and Marine Sails, Awnings, Hammocks 
Accessories 


Railway Ave., Gloucester, Mass. 


them ready for the sea 


BOATS OVERHAULED 
M. J. COONEY, Manager 








Tents and Covers 


United Sail Loft 


We take boats directly from the builder and equip 


Telephone Connection 





Ship Your Fish and Lobsters to 
PRIOR-FERNALD CO. 


For Quickest and 
Best Returns 


Administration Building 
Fish Pier - - - Boston, Mass. 

















- Maine’s Duty 


(Continued from Page 9) 


impossible to see more than a few hundred feet 
away. They go out among the rocks and ledges, 
taking their lives in their hands to obtain a sufficient 
amount to furnish their families with the necessities 
of life and to bridge them over the rough days when 
they cannot fish. If every day was pleasant, near- 
ly everyone would enjoy fishing but only a few of 
the three hundred and sixty-five are pleasant ones, 
so the fishermen have to take many chances in order 
to keep the wollf from the door and give their chil- 
dren an education. 

When war was declared the fishermen stepped 
forward at once, took command of the ships and 
did their part to hasten the close of the great World 
War. Courage was necessary to travel a road that 
was invested with enemies’ submarines but the fish- 
ermen did not lack this courage for if they had, 
they never could have earned their daily bread by 
fishing. 





Now that the war is over, are we to forget in a 
few short years the prominent part that these fish- 
ermen played in that great conflict, or are we going 
to show our appreciation of that splendid work by 
repealing the law which imposed a tax on gasoline 


used by the fishermen in the engines that power their 
boats? 


I believe every legislator in 1927 will feel it his 
solemn duty to amend the law on gasoline so that 
the fishermen will know that the great work done 
by them in the past has been appreciated. 


The ATLANTIC FISHERMAN, a magazine published 
in Boston, is doing its part by printing in each 
issue an article on the necessity of repealing this 
law. When an out of the state magazine is taking 
such an interest in the Maine fishermen, we citizens 
should at least show through the press that we, too, 
are equal to the occasion and keep the good work 
continually before the people. Let us hear from 
everyone who has the interests of the fishermen at 
heart and also from the fishermen themselves. 
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FOR SALE 





Sch. North Star, about 50’ overall, 14’ 
beam, draft 9%’. New 42 H. P. Wolverine 


5’. New 42 H. P. Wolverine motor. Al 
condition. Flush deck fishing boat, 35’ over- 
all, 12’ beam, 4’ draft. Pilot house on boat. 
New 32 H. P. Wolverine motor. Boats may 
be seen at Hamilton, R. I., or on request at 
Newport, R. I. Address HJ. 


tor. Al condition to fishing. Sch. . ° 
Aqubbadelt, about 50’ overall, 14’ beam, draft 10 Middle Street * = Gloucester, Mass. | 


FRIENDSHIP SLOOP 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 


Most of the electrical installations in the Gloucester fleet are our work 


CHARLES E. RICE 


Telephone - 128 


Specializihg on Marine Work 








FOR SALE 












































35 feet by 10 feet, 9 inches, 6 tons net. az 
Built by Wilbur Morse. Not too new but When You Ship FISH, LOBSTERS SALT 
everything in good shape. All new frames or SCALLOPS to the Boston Market 
and planking. Cabin heightened. 712 h. p. ; Genuine Imported Product for 
gas engine thrown in for nothing. Write FOR BEST RESULTS ship to Curing Purposes 
for full information and low price. Ad AN d F k 

ress FS. ades in stoc 
dress R. S. HAMILTON COMPANY gr 

17 ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ’ Water Front Warehouse 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, FisH Pier, Boston, Mass. EASTERN SALT CO. 
MANAGEMENT, ETC. Oo - 
n the Boston Market over 23-yvars 

Statement of ownership, management, ete., os 237 STATE STREET, Boston 
of “Atlantic Fisherman,"’ published monthly 
at Manchester, N. H., required by Act of 
August 24, 1912. Editor, Arthur W. Brayley, 
100 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.; publisher, il 
Atiantic Fisherman, Inc., Manchester, N. H. 
Owners helding one per cent or more of total E. 8. RITCHIE & SONS GEORGE F. AMORY 
amount of stock: D. O. Campbell, Frank H. 
Wood, Arthur W. Brayley, Albert M. Thomp 115 Cypress St., BrooKiine, Mass. Sailmaker 
son, Atlantic Fisherman, Ine., all of 100 —- 
Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. Known bond Ship 8 Compasses S COND H Cc 
holders, mortgagees and other security holders, Dory Compasses E -TLAND UANVAS 
holding one per cent or more of total amounts 


of bonds, mortgages or other securities: None. 


Write for free information 





BoucHT aND SOLD 


















































Swo mn and pee ey - Gace 4 t and illustrated circular. rit — oe 
s ) F; subse e o before s ls + 
day of April, 1926. Phone Regent 0337 Fish Pier, Boston, Mass. 
BENJAMIN J. SELIG, H 
Justice of the Peace. 
SCHOONER FOR SALE manson nesta The Right Kind of 
I have a schooner—length, 40 ft. 9 in.; ommission Merchant 

14 ft. 6 in. beam; 6 ft. deep; of 15 omtaue FISH FISHERY SALT 
gross tons—that would make a fine fish- aPC . ° 
ing boat. She also has a 12 h. p. Lathrop eee at the right price 
engine, two suits of sails, anchors and onsignments solicite 
chains, all in good condition. I offer 57 LONG WHARF, BOSTON, MASS. ATLANTIC SALT CO. 
her for sale. Photo on request. Ad- Reference: Commercial Security 312 Congress St. Boston, Mass. 
dress, I. G. Barbour, 51 Suffolk St., National Bank of Boston 








Rockland, Maine. 

















Fishing Notes from Maine 
(Continued from Page 20) 


alterations and afterward will use her at the Bass 
Harbor canning plant. The Odd Fellow is forty- 
two feet long and ean earry forty hogsheads of 
herring. 

Lester Cromley of Jonesport has started running 
lobsters from the Provinces to Boston in a new smack. 

The smelt seiners on east branch of the Penobscot 
River are doing better than they have been. 

W. H. Morrison of Stockton Springs is getting his 
fleet into commission, repairing his vessels and bring- 
ing them from winter quarters. The Uncas came 
up from Camden on April 9th. The Catherine But- 
ler is due from Cutler this week. Now you may 
know that spring is here. 

Hudson’s Bay Company has acquired a large cold 
storage plant at St. John’s, Newfoundland, and plans 





to ship chilled fish, especially salmon, to the British 
market. 

The Lunenburg N. 8. fleet was badly damaged by 
a terrific gale off Sable Island about the first of Ap- 
ril and damages were estimated at $50,000. 

Captain Seavey of Prospect Harbor is getting 
schooner EF. 7. Hamor ready for the season. 

Arthur Brewster of Stratham, N. H., writes that 
New Hampshire fishermen have had a poor winter 
season. The eel business was good. Smelting was 
poor. Handliners did very well. 

Lobsters are 25 and 30 cents a pound at Rockland 
and Swan’s Island. 

Maynard Herrick is putting the lobster smack 
Crustacean in commission and will buy lobsters at 
Mackerel Cove. 

The convention of sardine canners was held at 
Eastport on March 22nd and 23rd, with a large 
attendance of delegates from nearly every sardine 
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Anethher 


A 
REAL DIESEL 
ENGINE 


Crank Her 
and 


Off She Goes 


Deckwork 


3 H. P. — $275.00 


New Bedford, Mass. 











Sew One 


HATHAWAY-DAVENPORT HOIST 


for 
Seinepursing 
’ All Kinds of Hoist Work 
It’s Complete All Boxed Ready to Bolt Down 


HATHAWAY MACHINERY CO. 


No 

Wires 
Spark Plugs 
Batteries 
Carburetors 
Gasoline 


Netlifting 


6 H. P. — $415.00 
DAVENPORT MFG. CO. 


Davenport, Iowa 




















factory on the coast, together with many represen- 
tatives from the Federal and Canadian governments, 
the State of Maine, and many men prominent in 
fisheries circles. 

Delegates were escorted to their quarters by the 
Eastport band and later they were taken on a twen- 
ty-five mile cruise on the Lubec ferry-boat on the 
St. Croix River and along the Canadian shores and 
about Eastport and Lubec, and were shown a very 
interesting and instructive picture of the sardine in- 
dustry. In the evening all were entertained at a 
huge banquet where over a hundred guests, in addi- 
tion to the sardine packers, were present. There 
were many noted speakers. On the second day the 
annual meeting of the Maine Cooperative Sardine 
Co. was held and in the evening there was a theatre 
party, and movies depicting sardine catching and 
packing were shown and the Grand Sardine Con- 
vention Ball was held at the armory. All Eastport 
was in holiday attire and exhibits of all kinds of 
domestic sardines attracted much attention. Many 
pointers for development and improvement of sar- 
dine packing were brought out during the conven- 
tion, and plans for extensive advertising were or- 
ganized. The fact brought out at the banquet, that 
many Eastport families like and eat largely the pro- 
ducts of their own industry is illuminating regard- 
ing quality of the sardines. While plans for the 


proposed merger of sardine packers were discussed 
at the convention, no definite action was taken. The 
important meeting as regards the merger will take 
place at Eastport on April 19th. 


Captain Alden Geele 
(Continued from Page 18) 


gave up his citizenship in this country. He was 
sixty-two years old at his death, and is survived by 
his widow, a son and a daughter. 
Elk’s Rest, West Gloucester. 

It will not be for big stocks and racing vessels 
that this Captain will be remembered by those who 
knew him. Captain Geele, the man, a kindly fish- 
erman, grown old in the service, is the picture that 
will linger. 


Interment was at 


One who knew him long, in lean years 
and in good ones, says: ‘‘No squarer man than Cap- 
tain Alden ever set foot in Gloucester.’’ What more 
need be said? 


Jelly fish are so thick around Bellport, Long Is- 
land, that a wire screen is to be put up to protect 
bathers. 








